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After yesterdays efforts in the breeze its time for a rest so the outcome for you is an update on the events of the last few weeks.


Planning continues for our 85th reunion and the initial responses have been very positive.   We have also been working on a rearranged race schedule to accommodate the loss of boats to the Anzac Regatta in Brisbane.  On the domestic front all the available boats were weighed last weekend to test their compliance with the new rule limit of 450kgs.  


On the water events covered include the Auckland Anniversary regatta, our first couple of RNZYS points races for the season and the first two RAYC races held yesterday.











Welcome











Several more boats are returning to the fleet as the days go by.   The ramp at the moment holds Matapan, Manaia II, Mahina, Masquerade, Marksman, Maquita, Motivator, Mach One, and Matara.  Mirage had her first sail enroute to the Auckland Anniversary Regatta, however, an onboard injury required a turnaround and a trip to the emergency clinic.  As her crew is away, she won’t return to the fleet for a couple of weeks. Maverick will return to the fleet in a few days as Graham resolves a problem with the mix of his resin and Eric has been seen, with crew, on consecutive days pampering Mistress for a return to racing the week after he completes his Classic Yacht duties. 


Of note this year the social side of the class is on the improve with a great team aspect developing and the post race BBQs at the RAYC bringing the crews together well.     
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M1  Mawhiti.  Auckland Maritime Museum


M2 Matapan.  Racing this weekend 


M3 Manaia II.  Actively racing


M4 Mahina.  Actively racing 


M5 Matana.  Awaiting rebuild 


M6 Masquerade.  Actively racing


M7 Marlin.  Parked up


M8 Moonlight. Parked up


M9  Marksman.  Actively racing


M11 Mystery.  Parked up 


M25 Maui.  Bay of Islands being rebuilt.


M27 Marilyn. Parked up


M33 Mairene. Bay of Islands being rebuilt.


M36 Moani.  Parked up.


M37 Monolua.  Racing with RNZAF.


M38 Myth. Parked up.


M42 Mirage. Returning for 85th .


M44 Marquita. Actively racing.


M45 Motivator.  Actively racing.


M46 Mach One.  Actively racing.


M47 Matara.  Actively racing


M48 M? .


M49 Margaret. Parked up.


M50 Mistress.  Returning for 85th.


M51 Maverick.  Returning for 85th. 
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The AAR was the first hit out of the season and provided the first opportunity in a long while of seeing the three sisters M6, M9 and M45 racing together in several years.  Light winds and a mixed fleet of FF15s, Cats and Skiffs in the Harbour Blast fleet were going to make starting  complex enough, however, a wee error by the sailing sec resulted in several of our Ms departing in the wrong direction (including the sailing sec!!)  Notwithstanding, the cracking of spinnakers and got most of them back and proceeings commenced toward bastion.  Marksman led out until around Bastion and was overhauled by Mach One nearing Resolution.  She held on for a well deserved win with Mahina third and Motivator finishing forth.  Manaia II wasn’t too far away and Masquerade rejoined the fleet on the ramp.


Our second weekend held two races with the RNZYS in 10 to 12 knots.  The small harbour courses provided good racing with Marksman unheaded in both races for the guns.  The ever improving Motivator held of Matara in race one after a penalty turn, earned at the start, delayed M47s departure.  Manaia II and Masquerade filled the minor placings, however, being only three-up race two was too far for Masquerade and she returned to the ramp.  


This weekends racing was in stark contrast to the majority of the season.  Heavier then forecast winds saw many of the boats opt for the safety of the ramp while Matara, Marksman and Mach One joined the FF15s in the lee of Rangitoto for two three lap windward leeward sprints.  It was a day for Matara who powered away when the breeze was up and sailed perfectly to take two wins.  Mach One, (5 up) was second in both and led for the first lap of race one but was overtaken on the downwind.  


A general recall resulted in race two as the Ms tried to negotiate the FF15s with a strong  tide pushing several boats over.  On the restart Marksman led everyone out and around the first mark but was passed by Matara downwind and then unable to keep up as the wind strength increased on the following laps.  It was a great sail in trying yet very satisfying conditions with Matara performing exceptionally well to take both guns.     
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This upcoming weekend the Classic yachts Association hosts its Classic Yachts Regatta and several Ms are contesting over both Saturday and Sunday.  We will contest the two races alongside the FF15s with the first warning signal fired at 1255hrs Saturday.    


Further information on the racing will be provided at the race briefing to be held 14 Feb, 1900hrs at the Race HQ in the Viaduct harbour 137 Halsey St.   The sailing instructions will be issued at that time.  


To date 6 Ms have expressed an interest in racing.  A joint entry will be forwarded to the CYA on Wednesday night.  Interested skippers are requested to advise the M Class Association of their desire to compete.  
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Classic Yachts Regatta Anniversary Regatta Everyone








The 85th celebrations commence on Friday 29 February in the RAYC at 1830 hours.   This evening is for all past and present members and we encourage you all to not only attend, but to spread the word of this event to all former members of the Association.


Our plan is for a semi-formal night where the bar will remain open and finger food served mid evening.    A nominal 10 dollar door charge will be applied and the Association will welcome any additional members to its associate role. 


Paul Vahry, Gary Wells and Megan Jenkins are coordinating the event and interested parties are asked to contact them through the Association for more details.  We remain committed to updating our M Class Contact list so if you have the contact details of any ex M class members please pass the info on to us so we can contact them prior to the event.  


The 85th Celebration racing consists of four races over the respective Sundays of 2 and 9 March and a BBQ will be held at the completion of each days racing.  Former members are more than welcome to join us for an ale and a sausy at the RAYC to discuss the days events.  








Planning for the ANZAC Day regatta in Brisbane is progressing well.  The Australian Historic Skiff Sailing Association have produced a Notice of Race and all nine of the Sydney boats are headed to Brisbane to join us and the locals for three days racing over ANZAC weekend.  ‘Bigger then Ben Hur’ is the phrase used by AHSSA and our part in it is growing.  


We have booked two 40ft containers and can therefore take up to 8 boats.  To date Matara, Mach One, Marksman, Mahina, Manaia II and Mistress have booked a slot and several individuals have expressed an interest in travelling along and sailing if the chance becomes available.


  The event will mark the closure of the Brisbane Skiff club and should be a great social as well as sailing occasion.  If your interested please let us know as soon as possible to assist in our planning


 Saturday 9 Feb saw over 20 Association members meet at the RAYC to weigh all the available Ms.  We wanted to see how the new weight limit of 450kg in racing trim would affect us.  The process involved using load cells from the AUT and measuring each boat on its trailer then subtracting the trailer weight.  See the pics below.


Several opinions were held as to how each boat would measure and whether the 450kg limit was appropriate.  To everyone’s surprise the first boat weighed in at 452kg (Matara) and the range extended from 413 (Mach One) to 544 (Manaia II).  Excluding these two the mean weight was 459 and inclusive the median weight 460kgs.  Only two other boats were under 450 and this was probably because they were not fully equipped and had not been in the water for a prolonged period.  


It was an interesting and fun day with the transparency generated appreciated by all.  











2008 - 85 Years of the Emmy
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The Great Weigh In
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ANZAC Regatta Brisbane.























Your 2008 M Class Association Committee


Chairman.  Bruce Craies.


	� HYPERLINK "mailto:bac.sam@clear.net.nz" ��bac.sam@clear.net.nz�


Secretary. Richard Olsen.


	� HYPERLINK "mailto:richardjolsen@gmail.com" ��richardjolsen@gmail.com�


Treasurer. Roy Cunningham.


	� HYPERLINK "mailto:roycunningham@paradise.net.nz" ��roycunningham@paradise.net.nz�


Sailing Secretary.  Brian Houston.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:brian@shadesails.co.nz" ��brian@shadesails.co.nz�


Australia/85th Events. Paul Vahry


	� HYPERLINK "mailto:vahry.photo@xtra.co.nz" ��vahry.photo@xtra.co.nz�


	





The following is a list of the boats whose whereabouts we know.  If you know any more please pass the information on to us.















































